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Introduction
Election cycles bring with them issues of campaigns as every candidate vying for elective posts try as much as possible to outdo each other in order to win. The process of conducting campaigns is very hectic and difficult due to the resources that are required in order to run successful campaigns. The activities require a lot of funds for one to thoroughly and effectively breach all the potential voters and also in the paying of the staff who have been recruited into the campaign teams. Political parties collect funds through several methods in order to sustain their campaigns and other political activities. Donation is one such method that is used by the political fraternity (Zietlow, 2018). There has been a lot of debate on the issue of donation and whether it is right for the different political parties to receive huge amounts of money in form of donations. This paper will, therefore, focus on the issue of donations in campaigns and whether it is part of a free speech and whether there should be a limit on the funds that are donated by supporters of their parties.
Campaign Donation as a Form of Free Speech
Campaign donations can be viewed as a form of free speech in the sense that one is able to contribute to a just cause that he or she deems is worth being undertaken (Torres-Spelliscy, 2018). The issue of speech comes in many different forms, which include the exact action of talking or the undertaking of certain actions that send a particular message. The people who donate money to the political campaigns do so out of their own free will and due to the fact that they believe in the visions and manifestos of these candidates. Through the donations, they are able to simply express how they feel about the particular individual without necessarily having to state it verbally or in a written form. The fact that they believe in a particular candidate means that they can express this by supporting him or her. They also express themselves against the other candidates by not donating to their political campaigns. This is a form of free speech that should be respected at all times and people given a chance to contribute to the campaign kitty that they feel will provide the answers and solutions to the problems that they have been facing.
Limit of Amount of Donations for Campaigns
There have been many views on whether or not there should be a limit on the amount of money that one can donate to a political campaign. Some argue that putting a limit on these donations is tantamount to silencing the opinions of the people who believe in the political candidates and the manifestoes of particular parties (Dawood, 2015). On the other hand, there are some who believe that there should be a limit due to the differences that people have in terms of their incomes. This is evident in the Supreme Court ruling that maintained a cap on the limit that political parties are entitled to receive from a supporter as a donation.
Despite the existing opposing views about this issue, it is my view that the law should establish a limit on how much a person can donate to a campaign. This is in order to bring equality in terms of the donations that one can make and also ensure that people do not donate a lot of funds in order to receive favors from the political parties once they get into power. There are people who can donate a lot of money while others can only spare some few coins due to the fact that they believe in the person and that there is a promise of a better life by the election of that particular individual. There have been cases of the rich people who have contributed a lot of funds asking for the government tenders and in fact calling the shots in the government. This needs to be discouraged in order to ensure that the citizens get equal chances provided by the government and not just because of the quantity of money that you donated for the campaigns
The regulation of campaign finance is one of the issues that contribute to a fairer and more open election process. This is in the sense that the restriction of the amount of money that one can contribute to the campaign kitty reduces the interest that the big donors have on the management of the country (Dawood, 2015). There are certain people with vested interests who would wish to donate for particular candidates and then use the opportunity to ask for favors such as the awarding of tenders. This is something that negates the achievement of a free and fair election as it disadvantages those that do not have such kind of resources and ensures that those with the bigger political chest are able to manipulate the systems. They will strive by all means to ensure that their candidates get elected in order for them to gain immensely from the available government services. The regulations also enhance the prospect of a more transparent election process as each of the parties can account for the money that they get and the respective sources (Dawood, 2015). This is important in enabling the country to know of the people that have contributed which goes a long way in showing the support that the candidate has. The fact that people believe in a particular candidate will make them actually donate in large number for him and thus they will be no problem if he wins due to the support that he will be seen to have been commanding
Conclusion
Free speech is a right that has been guaranteed and thus should be respected in all ways. The people donating are expressing their will and therefore space should be accorded to them. Political parties should be allowed to receive donation money in support of their political journey. This should, however, be done on a strict basis to prevent the kind of manipulation that can be witnessed by the use of excess campaign money. The process of election and governance needs to be fair and this can only be achieved through the regulation of the donation money for campaigns. Various stakeholders need to ensure that appropriate legislation is put in place, which in the long run will ensure that the process of carrying out elections is done in a free, fair and transparent manner.
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